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TO 


People of Eugland, &c. 


Gentlemen and Brethren, 


I 1 ought to be ſome 
Point of great Impor- 
tance, that can ſufhci- 
== cntly juſtify fo general 
an Addreſs as this, which is laid 
before you. You will ſay, like- 
wiſe, an Author ſhould ſeriouſly 
weigh the Liberty he takes upon 
him of preſuming to impeach the 
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preſent State of doctrinal Preach- 


ing in the Church. Theſe Things 
have been well conſider'd. 


Since the Rights, or rather the 
Neceſlities of Mankind, in the Af- 
fair of Salvation, do call for ſome 
Remarkon this head ; and nothing 
ought to deter either Dou or Me 
from entertaining and advancing 
Truth ; I ſhall endeavour to' exe- 
cute what I have judg'd neceſſary 
on the preſent Occaſion, with the 


ſtricteſt Impartiality and Juſtice. 


That the Cauſe of Religion has 
declined for many Years, every 
Perſon appears ſenſible. Amongſt 


the various Reaſons aſſign'd for it, 


Ihappen to think, many fa//e Ones 


have been ſtarted, but the princi- 


pal 


FS 1 


pal Reaſon not yet hit upon. In 
my Apprehenſion, the eſtabliſh'd 
Miniſters have ſuffer'd the cauſe 
to die in their own Hands: By de- 


parting from the Old Method of 


Preaching, for the ſake of a dange- 
rous Politeneſs; and further, by 
departing from their firſt and ori- 
ginal Tenets ; which has given 
Countenance to what 1s called Na- 
tural Religion, in /uch a Meaſure, 
as to ſhut out Reveal'd Religion, 
and ſuperſede the GospEI. 


It will be found, by a diligent 
Obſerver, that there are not only 
Faſhions of the World, but it may 


be ſeen there have been Faſhions of 


Religion, unhappily led up by 
thoſe Perſons, who ſhould be ſup- 
pos'd in this Point, never to vary. 
Reli- 
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[6] 
Religion, from ſeveral Incidents 
which I ſhall touch upon in theſe 
Papers, is become a new Thing. 
It is in vain to cry out againſt De- 
iſts and Infidels when the Prote- 
ſtant Watchmen have deſerted their 
Poſt, and themſelves have open'd 


the Gap to the Enemy. 


This Conſequence could not but 
follow, and, I dare fay, was diſ- 
cern'd by ſerious Perſons a Cen- 
tury ago, when Miniſters take up- 
on them to leave the Bible, and, 
rather than with that, are delight- 
ed in the curious Fields of Learn- 
ing, Oratory, Pomp, and Power. 
Learning and Oratory, it muſt be 
own'd, are arrivd at great Per- 
fection; but our true O/d Divinity 
is gone. Amidſt theſe ſplendid 

Trifles, 


EY 
Trifles, the GospEL is really loſt. 
T ſhall ſet this Mater in a full 
Light, by opening wo material 
Arricles. | 


Firſt, The Method of obtaining 


| Heaven. And, 


Secondly, Man's Power in him- 
ſelf, or not Power, to be virtuous. 


It was an univerſal Belief among 
Proteſtants at the Reformation, 
and the Pulpit knew no other 


Language, that Faith only is the 


genuine Method of Salvation: Not 
Faith and Works together, orWorks 
more properly, as hath been held 
forth within ſeventy or eighty 
Years laſt paſt. This latter Way, 
indeed, is no Way at all; rightly 


CON=- 


94 
conſidered, it carries with it a Con- 
tradiction to itſelf. For if Works 
are join'd to Faith, not as Proofs 
of Faith, but as Means together, 
or rather the principal Means of 
Salvation, as now our Pulpits do 
almoſt univerſally repreſent; the 
Matter is reſolv'd finally into 
Works merely, and not Faith. This 
Notion, in Effect, excludes Chriſt. 
There cannot be a mix'd Way to 
Acceptance : It muſt be by Chriit 
wholly, or our ſelves wholly; not our 
ſelves in Part, and Chriſt in Part, 
with a View to make up our De- 
fects. Indecd, ſuch a Notion car- 
ries a plauſGh'2 Appearance at firſt 
View; but the Truth is a Rranger 


$8 | 


to it: The Reformation diſcern'd 


LY 


better; and the Scripture, re 


it principally treats this Subject, I 
mean 


9 


mean St. Paul's Epiſtles, declares 
otherwiſe. If by Grace (that is, 
by God's free Favour through 
Chriſt, Election to Life ariſes) 
then is it no more of Works ; other- 
wiſe Grace isnomoreGrace. But if 
it be of Works, then is it no more 


Grace; otherwiſe Work is no mors 
Work. 


The Place of Works in a Chri- 
ſtian Man's Salvation, is, that 
they are Marks and Proofs of Faith, 
They are Signs of Juſtification ; 
not the Cayſe or Motive of ſuſtifica- 
tion, in any Meaſure, Chriſt's 
Works, which alone were perfect 
in their Kind, are, with God, that 
Motive entirely. Morality, and 
Piety of converſation, may, and 
ought to be recommended in Ser- 
B mons, 
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mons, as whereby a Chriſtian 
ſhould demonſtrate his Faith ; but, 
at preſent, they are generally re- 
commended upon a different Foot. 
Mankind are led to underſtand, 
and apprehend, that they are prin- 
cipally to be ſav d by Repentance 
and other moral Endeavours. 
Theſe Things are good ; but in a 
wrong View they are ruinous. A 
View undeſign'd by the new Diſ- 
penſation. This is not to preach 
the GospEL. It is Moſes ſtill, the 
Rod of the moral Law, till held 
over Man; which, in the End 
can do no other than condemn. 
This may be called a bringing 
back the old Diſpenſation, a revi- 
ving Sin and Miſery, provided 
Perſons go to the Iſſue of the Ar- 
gument. Whereas, Chriſt was the 

8 End 


e 
End of the Law, the complete Ful- 
filler of it, for Righteouſneſs to them 
who believe. No man contributes 
properly the lea Grain to his own 


Salvation. 


If we read Lutber's Sermons, 
Calvin's Inſtitutions, or any of the 
old Doctors of the Reformation, 
we find /uch their invariable Lan- 
guage. This Language yielded 
real Incouragement to an Audi— 
ence. It convey'd no confus'd, but 
a diſtinct Idea. In brief; this ren- 
ders Salvation a practicable mat- 
ter, which modern Preaching 
makes a Thing impracticable. The 
Nature of our Caſe calls for ſo 
much, we owe ſo much to the Glo- 
ry of the GosPEL. 


B 2 I 


[ 12 ] 
I know the Precaution of the 
Pulpit raiſes many Obje&1ons a- 
gainſt ſuch a Language: But it is 
not for Man to form Schemes of 
Salvation. Scripture certainly is 
Wiſeſt, and generally Antiquity is 
wiſer than modern Times, in he e 
matters. 
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There appear to me many Rea- 
ſons why Faith only can obtain Sal- 
vation. Some I will mention. 
God is pure beyond all Imagination 
or Thought. The beſt Livers are 
imperfect in their beft Performan- 
ces. The Meſſiah, by his perſo- 
nal Virtue, Fulfilled the moral Law 
perfectly, inſtead of fallen, and ſtill 
corrupted Man. By a Cloathing 
form'd out of his Righteouſneſs, 


Man 


[ 13 

Man may be ſaved F 0p Now 
upon this Proſpect, human Nature 
receives proper Incouragement, and 
exerts readily its moral Endea- 
vours upon a Foot of Gratitude, 
upon a Foot of Thankfulneſs, up- 
on a Foot of glorifying God before 
Men. The Salvation of a Chri- 
ſtian is already effected, is already 
finiſh'd, if at all, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
even before Men's Works were 


wrought, or themſelves born into 
the World. 


This Aſſertion may ſound oddly 

at preſent (there having been a 
Diſuſe of ſuch Doctrines, and con- 
trary Notions, now introduced, 
for many Years) but the Church 
Articles hold out zhis Senſe : And, 
perhaps, in ſome future Time, it 
may 
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[14 ] 
may become cuſtomary, and ac- 
ceptable again. 


Who would imagine, if he only 
hears Diſcourſes in the Cyurcy of 
England, and takes the Matter 
implicitly, that there is ſome Ar- 
zicle conſtantly in the Common- 
Prayer Book, expreſly contrary to 
what engages the Perſon in the 
Pulpit? Who would imagine (I 


am ſorry to fay theſe Ehings) that 


many Clergymen /z4/cribe to the 
Thirty Nine Articles, and profeſs 
to believe them before the People, 
at Admiſſion into a Living, yet 


ſecretly disbelieve the very chief 


of them, and Preach againft them 
all their Lives? I call that disbe- 
lieving, when Perſons deny a ge- 
nuine and obvious Senſe. A Caſe 


which 


1 

which aftords no large Proof of 
that Integrity and Honeſty, which 
oughtto be expected at ſuch Hands. 
A Caſe which merits to be con- 
ſider d, and which may juſtly teach 
the Laity Precaution and Care, in 
a View which ſo highly concerns 
them. 


The eleventh Article of the Church 
of England. 


Of the Juſtification of Man. 


Wie are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the Meritof our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, 
and not for our own Works or De- 

ſervings. Wherefore, that we are 
juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt 
wholſome Doctrine, and very full of 


Md | Com- 
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5 fifty Years after the Reformation. 


[16 ] 


Comfort, as more largely is expreſſed 
in the Homily of Juſtification. 


It appears hence that Faith and 
Works together, and with ſome 
Preachers Works only; as now- 
a-days generally urged, is a re- 
markable Variation from the ſup- 
poſed Standard of Doctrine. The 
Method of urging Salvation upon 
the modern Foot, is vain and de- 
luſive. The other will bear the 
Teſt, and yields Satisfaction to 
the intelligent and ſerious Chri- 
ſtian. 


It is obſervable, in the /ame 
Senſe with this eleventh Article 
are moſt of the o Books which 
filled the Preſs an hundred and 


Of 


„„ 

Of this Kind are ſeveral large 
Folio's (though defaced and neg- 
lected} ſtill appearing in our Pariſh 
Churches. Theſe Monuments of 
Truth, and Antiquity, for the 
moſt Part are Fox's Martyrology,in 
three Volumes, Biſhop Jewel s Apo- 
logy, Eraſmus's Paraphraſe on the 
New Teſtament : Theſe with the 
Book of Homilies (which, by the 
Way, are excellent Compoſitions) 
are all upon the Plan, and in the 
Senſe I am here reaſoning for the 
Revival of. In my humble Opi- 
nion, till the Uſe, at leaſt the 
Senſe of theſe Writings 1s reſtor'd, 
there will be no /ub/antialPreach- 
ing, nor real Morality, either a- 
mongſt Clergy or Laity. 
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18 
The Second material Point Iſhall 
inſtance, wherein the Clergy have 
fallen away, both from the Doctors 
of the Reformation, and Heir ow 
Articles, is, the aſcribing to Man 
a Power of being virtuous, by the 
Strength of his own Reaſon and 
Pree-IWill. 


Luther, Calvin, and moſt Part of 
the Doctors, who had the Pro- 
vince of Writing and Preaching, at, 
and preſently after, the Reforma- 
tion, declared entirely againſt ſuch 
Power: So does the Article I ſhall 
now ſubjoin. 


[ 19 ] 


The tenth Article of the Cyurcia 
of England. 


Of Free-Will. 


The Condition of Man after the 
Fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he can- 
not turn and prepare himſelf by his 
own natural Strength, and good 
Works, to Faith and calling upon 
God: Wherefore we have no Power 
to do good Yorks, pleaſant and accep- 
rable to God withouttheGraceof God 
byChrift preventing us, that we may 
have a good Fill, and working with 
us when we have that good Mill. 


It is obſervable, ſince theTimeof 
; Archbiſhop Laud, the Clergy have 
taken up a different Language. 
From their manner of ſpeaking 

CG 2 on 
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on this Subject (I always mean as 
to the Main, and Drift of it) an 
Audience is led to apprehend, that 
every Perſon ay be converted, 
and come into Belief, and into Vir- 
tue, by the Uſe of his Faculties 
and Reaſon: By which Repreſenta- 
tion, the Doctrine of /upernatural 
Aſiſtance has been exploded, and 
is look d upon as little better than 
Cant and Enthuſiaſm. Indeed, 
under this artful Term, moſt of 
the old Doctrines have ſuffer'd, 
and been obliged to betake them- 
ſelves into Corners and Obſcurity : 
Yet, in my humble Opinion, there 
can be no other rea/ Foundation 
of true Religion. For if human 
Nature, by virtue of Free-Will 
(which no Proteſtant ever deny'd, 
lo tar as it can go) has an Ability, 


Or 


AT 1 
Or 5 belicving, and of 
being virtuous, let the Upholders 
of the new Syſtem render a Rea- 
ſon why Mankind is not more be- 
lieving, and more virtuous, than in 
Fact we find them to be. In Caſe 
it be here ſaid, ſome Perſons will 
not uſe Reaſon, I ask again, muſt 
there not be a Cauſe of this un- 
happy Turn in the Mind? Muſt 
not the Cauſe be ſome ſecret Cor- 


ruption in the Condition of Na- 
ture ? 


Moſt Perſons do think, indeed, 
that they have Strength to Know- 
ledge, and to Practice, when they 
plenſe to exert it: Alas! a Piece of 
Scli-Ulattery, which proceeds from 
this very Corruption, and is a Part 
of it, I apprehend, according to 
the 
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the preſent Condition of Nature, 
we may affirm, that it hath Free- 
dom to /ome Degree, but not to 
ſuch a Degree as to reach real Vir- 
tue, and true Light, without a 
new and extraordinary Aſſiſtance. 
It has Freedom enough to condemn 
it, for Folly and Immorality ; 
but not ſo much as whereby to 
render it ſelf acceptable to the ſu- 
preme Being. We have all a Will 
that is free, but not a Will that is 


good. 


A Neglect of this Conſideration 
has render'd modern Sermons of a 
Kind with the Lectures of Seneca, 
or Epictetus. They are moral 
Eflays, and that without real 
Foundation. Here we may juſtly 
date that Paſſion for Natural Reli- 


gion 


„ 

gion which has amus'd the World 
of late Vears. Tis true, the Cler- 
gy, though they allow and hold 
this Notion, yet they join Reveal'd 
Religion with it. Herein, as ſeems 
to me, lies a great Error, juſt the 
Error which I before mention'd, 
of holding Faith and Works toge- 
ther. If natural Religion exiſts, 
which the Clergy do evidently al- 
low, will it not follow, according 
to the Deiſts, that Reveal'd Reli- 
gion is a Matter unneceſſary? If Re- 
veal'd Religion is unneceſſary, as it 
muſt be, if the other is poſſibly ſuuſfi- 
cient, T own I cannot well ſee how 
the all-wiſe Being, whodoesnothing 
in vain, can be ſuppoled to have 
made it. So that in caſe Deiſm is 
the Crime of the Age, it involves not 
the Collins's, the Tindals only, but 
the 
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the Conſequence unexpectedly rea- 
ches much farther : Nay, the For- 
mer are more conſiſtent in their 
Pretenſions, than ſome other Per- 
ſons. In my humble Opinion, the 
Clergy are palpably in the wrong, 
in holding two Pretenſions, which 
mutually overthrow one another. 
I cannot but think, that Natural 
Religion ought abſolutely to be 
deny'd. Yet, far be it from us to 
cramp the divine Mercy, or Fa- 
vour. In heathen Countries, and 
under States where the GospEI 
never reach'd, the ſupreme Being 
can communicate the ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtance, of which I am ſpeak- 
ing, if he pleaſes, to particular 
Men. 


Againſt 


[ 25 ] 

Againſt any Power of this Kind 

in Nature, the Scripture, as well 
as the Article I have quoted, ap- 
pears expreſs. The natural Man 
diſcerneth not the Things which be of 
God. Except a Man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God; 
that is, he cannot be a real Mem- 
ber of the Church of CHRIST 
here, nor an Inheritor of that 
Happineſs which will be hereafter. 
Mo Man can come to me except the 


Father who hath ſent me draw 
him. 


1 8 —_ 880 „ E Wt Cs ng „ 


Towards making and forming a 
Chriſtian, if /upernatural Aſiſtance 
of the divine Spirit was neceſſary 
at the Beginning of the Goseer, 
I do not ſee what ſhould render it 
{eſs neceſſary at any Time ſince; 
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[ 26 ] 
nor why it may not be expected 
not, but that Perſons want Faith. 
Human Learning, and human 
Wiſdom, have raſhly and vainly 
uſurped the Place of it. 


It is obſervable, theſe Old Prin- 


ciples are ſtill to be found amongſt 


Diſſenters, in good Meaſure; 
which, I fear, may be Part of the 
Reaſon why the Clergy have dropt 
the Uſe of them. 


In regard theſe Doctrines were 
the Principles and Language of the 
Diſſenters, and others, who fol- 
low'd the Standard of the Parlia- 
ment againſt King ChaARLEs the 
Firſt ; though they were not the 
particular Motives of the War, 


nor could contract any juſt Blame 


from 


L271 
from the unhappy Iſſue of that 
War; yet, at the Reftoration of 
King Charles the Second, the 


Reſentment which took place a- 


gainſt the Perſons of the Diſſenters, 


and ran high, Iapprehend, led the 
Church Clergy not only to be 
angry with the Men, but to for- 
ſake their Principles too, though 
right and innocent in themſelves; 
and afore-time held in common 
amongſt all Proteſtants. This ap- 
pears, in my Opinion, the Begin- 
ning of Natural Religion, and Mo- 
ral Preaching. Every Thing be- 
ſides began to be 4randed with the 
odious Term of Enthuſiaſm, and 
Hypocriſy. Hence Mankind loſt 
light of former Principles; and a 
new Plan of Preaching found Ap- 
plauſe, from that Time to the 

D 2 preſent. 
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preſent. This total Change in the 
Language of Preaching, no doubt, 
cannot bear a juſt Vindication. It 
wasarunning into Extremes, which 
'tis high Time to rectify and adjuſt, | 
I amnot here infinuating any Apo- 
logy for Principles which tend to 
Reſiſtance of the ſupreme Power; 
only for the Revival of ſuch Prin- 
ciples which are eſſentially Pro- 
teſtant, and unconteſtable. 


The unhappy Miſtake, which 
Waturaliſts fell into, has, by De- 
grees, affected the Tuffe of Man- 
kind. All Manner of ca Writings 
are 20w diſdain d. The Sermons 
of Luther, the Sermons of Latimer 
and Ridley, would, at preſent, find 
little quarter amongſt us. Yet 
ſuch Diſcourſes have the only real 

Re- 


29 ] 
Recommendations to Eſteem; they 


are founded in Truth, and have 
good Senſe at the Bottom. 


Perhaps nothing but Uſe and 
Cuſtom renders the various Man- 
ner of Perſons Writings either diſ- 
pleaſing to us, or pleaſing. In any 
Kind of Philoſophy give me a Vew 
Writer, in Religion give me an 
Old Writer. In this Caſe, u Man 
having drankold Wine, ftraightway 
defireth new ; for he ſaith, the old is 
better. Experic::ce declares againſt 
modern Divinity ; That is, it has 
no proper Subſtance in it, to influ- 
ence the Actions of Mankind. Tis 
impoſſible it ſhould. It wants Pow- 
er, it wants the indiſpenſable Aſſi- 
ſtance and Strength of the Holy 
Scripture. If Iam not miſtaken, Lu- 

ther 
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ther was wont to wiſh there was 


no Book in the World beſides the 
Bible. Perhaps many Perſons be- 
gin to be of the ſame Opinion. 


Happy would it be for the Pro- 
teſtant World, would all Men 


hold their grand Principles conſi- 


ftently. The Reformers declar'd 


the Scriptures a /ufficient Rule of 
Faith, and Manners ; and yet, 
how /argely have after Times taken 
uponthem to add howunaccount- 
ably, if we obſerve ſeriouſly the 
Bulk of ſome national Eſtabliſh- 
ments! But be this as it may be: 
Doubtleſs the Miniſters of our Eſta- 
bliſhment ought not to hold the 
Parts of that Eſtabliſhment fa/? and 
looſe. This will admit no Apology. 


If the Church 4e a Congregation 
of 


* 


of faithſul Men (as our Eſtabliſh- 
ment affirms) where the pure Word 
of God is preach d, &c. Let the 
pure Word be preach'd : Other- 
wiſe, according to Acknowledg- 
ment, it is not a Church. 


I do not ſay the Clergy have ad- 
vanced any Branches of Popiſþ 
Corruption. Popery ſeems not now 
the Danger, let Reverend Politi- 
cians give themſelves what Airs 
they pleaſe, our Danger is, 20 real 


Religion at all. 


In the mean Time, ſince a Fa- 
mine of the Word, as the Prophet 
expreſſes it, prevails in the Land, 
every private Chriſtian has a Right, 
and, I am ſorry to fay fo, has a 
Neceſſity, in my Apprehenſion, 20 
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feek his Bread in deſolate Places. 
The Laity has a Right to hear 
the Truth, and, inſtead of vain 
and barren Amuſement, to reap 
true Edification and Knowledge, 


WHEREVER THEY CAN FIND IT. 


The ſame Rule will hold in 
any future Time, ſhould Corrup- 
tion, as to Fundamentals, ever hap- 
pen again. Suffer in your ſelves 
no ridiculous Terrors, or falſe No- 
tions about Church Communion. 
All real Chriſtians, go where they 
will, are of nee Communion. 


The Chriſtian Church does not 
properly conſiſt of Perſons, form'd 
under this or that Model of Wor- 
ſhip; but of particular Perſons, 
out of infinite Churches. If the 

Doc- 


— 


1 


Doctrines of the Reformation had 
been follow d in all their juſt Con- 
ſequences, there would have been 
no Term of Communion except the 


Scripture. But be this as it may 
be. 


In caſe you have no Opportu- 
nity of hearing the genuine Gos- 
PEL, tis my ſincere Opinion, you 
had better tarry at home, and read 
a Chapter in the Bible, than be 
beguiled with tinkling Sounds, and 
plauſible Abſurdities. V hat is the 
Chaff to the Wheat ? It avails not 
to be fed with Chaft, even out of a 
Diſh of Gold. 


I would not here inſinuate, or 
mean, that every Lay-man ought 
to leave his Church, directly or ab- 

E ſolutely, 
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/olutely, but that it may be expedient 
for him to leave it in Part, or for an 
lour, it may be, with a view to 


neceſſary Edification. If CurisT 
be preach'd, it matters not where. 
It in the Church, 'tis well; if in 
the Meetings, 'tis well ; but that 
he be Preach'd and fully known, 
ſeems, in my Opinion, the great 
Point needful. Every Perſon is to 
do as he is perſuaded in his own 


Mind. 


I generally think moſt Men too 
much attached to a ſingle Com- 
munion, through the Force of 
Education and Cullon. If every 
Party would relax ſomewhat in 
this Point, perhaps it would be 
better. 


With 
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With Regard to the Affair of 
Communion, I ſhall relate a Par- 
ticular of Grotius. When that wiſe 
and judicious Perſon lay upon his 
Death- Bed, a Crowd of Company 
who ſtood by, was ſolicitous to 
know, from his own Mouth, what 
Communion he might be ſaid to die 
in: Each of them ſecretly hoping 
ſome fignal Advantage to their 
Party, from the Credit of ſo emi- 
nent a Member, on whoſe fide ſo- 
ever he ſhould happen to declare. 
All the Anſwer Grotius thought fit 
to return, was, that he ſhould die in 
the Communion of IE SUS CHRIST. 


Eccleſiaſtical Perſons may multi- 
ply the heads of Chriſtian Belief 
in Church Creed (for there is 
ſcarcely any end of enumerating 

E 2 Goſpel 
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[ 36 ] 
Goſpel Truths) to as great Num- 
ber as they pleaſe, ſtill the princi- 
pal Point will be, to believe in 
ChRISsTH for Juſtifiration. Keep 
this in Sight. The Goſpel does 
not appear to me, ſo much a My- 
ſtery in any reſpect, as that it may 
be juſtly eſteemed a Myſtery of 
Compaſſion and Beneficence in the 


World's Sovereign Creator. 


In caſe aChri/tian's Faith be the 
Effect of divine Aſſiſtance, and not 
the Effect of human Art, or of 
Education, or Cuſtom, it will have 
a Fruit attending it, of Piety, and 


Sobriety in Life. No Chriſtian can 


have a Licence to ſin. Tis a ſuf- 
ficient Happineſs to him, that 
Faith fully underſtood, gives his 


religious Performances a comfort- 


able 


1 


able Foundation to go upon; and 
that ſuch a Perſon's Duties in Life 
proceed henceforward, not with 
Uncertainty and Doubt, but with 
Chearfulneſs and Satisfaction, 


In order to ſo clear a Diſcern- 
ment of Things, it ſeems neceſſa- 
ry, that all Perſons amongſt us 
as well Laymen as Miniſters, 
ſhould be converſant in the Scrip- 
ture, and /earch every Page with 
their own: Eyes. Few Perſons 
come to real Religion by Hear- 


Jay: 


Tis high Time you enquire 
after the Old Way. Have Re- 
courſe to Old Books in all religious 
Matters, and elpectally to the 
Holy Scriptures. 


I 


12 8 


* 5 

I hope I have at leaſt open d a 
Door this Way. Experience de- 
clares againſt every other Scheme. 
That have they brought forth? A 
falſe Taſte in the preſent Age, 
with reſpect to Wit or Learning, 
may be tolerably conniv'd at ; a 
falſe Taſte in Religion muſt not be 
conniv d at, it requires to be reme- 
died by having Recourſe to fi 
Principles. This hath ſeem'd to 


me the o/y Method of reſtoring 
Religion. 


I cannot conclude better than 
with the Words of the Apoſtle 
Jude, It was need ul for meto write 
unto you, and exhort you, that ye 
ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith 


which was once delivered unto the 
Saints : That is to ſay, in the 


11me; 
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Time, and at the forming of the 
firſt Churches ; and, give me leave 
to immind you, was againdeliver' d 
to the Proteſtant World, at the 
important Time of the Refor- 
mation. 


1 am, 
Gentlemen and Brethren, 
Your Paithful 


Humble Servant, 


R. 8. 
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